PREFACE
THIS volume in no way claims to narrate the political,
social, and economic history of England from the ac-
cession of George I to the death of George IV. It is solely
concerned with those events which during that period
changed the whole face of our national life, and with
such movements and scenes as illustrate the attitude of
our ancestors on various occasions during the reigns of
the first four Georges. Wherever contemporary evidence
of a tolerably reliable nature is available it has been
quoted, for the aim throughout has been to show how
the men and women of the eighteenth century lived,
and how they regarded the problems that confronted
them. In these circumstances it was inevitable that
some events which occupy much space in modern
history-books should receive scant attention, and that
others should be omitted altogether.
No effort has been made to depict the period as
romantic. Every age appears romantic or otherwise
according to the angle from which it is regarded, but
none has the monopoly of romance. The Highland
charge at Prestonpans, or the death of Byron at Misso-
longhi, will for some invest the Hanoverian era with a
halo of romance, which will not be apparent to those who
are concerned with the victims of the Enclosure Acts
and the Industrial Revolution. My object has been to
show the period as it was by allowing the facts to speak
for themselves.